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Reports from North Korea 
yesterday indicated for the 
first ‘time that the entire crew 
■of the U.S. intelligence ship 
Pueblo is -being held in a camp 
a short distance east of Pyon- 
gyang, the North Korean capi- 
tal. 

Until now, U.S. officials 
have said .that they did not 
know the captured crew’s loca- 
tion. Intelligence estimates, 
had assumed that the 82 men 
had been divided to forestall a 
rescue hy U.S. armed force. 

The reports came tfro'm Jap- 
anese correspondents who 
took part Thursday ini the 
crew’s first meeting with 
newsmen who were not North 
Koreans. 

North Korea arranged the 
newsmen’s visit to the camp 
in an. apparent new effort to 
obtain a U.S. admission that 
the Pueblo intruded into its 
territorial waters — and to ob- 
tain a U.S. apology. 

The Camp 

Japanese correspondents re- 
ported that they were driven 
about 40 minutes from the 
center of Pyongyang to the 
east, where the Pueblo crew 
was housed in a three-story 
building. The camp also con- 
tained a two-story building 
and a playground. It was not 
surrounded by barbed wire, 
they said. 

The newsmen were first 
shown charts claiming that 
Pueblo (had intruded 17 times 
into North Korean waters. 

The North Koreans, previously 
claimed six intrusions before 
they seized the ship. 

During a four-hour press ; 


“easily overtook” ihis ship and 
again ordered 'him to heave to. 
“I answered,” he was quoted, 
“by firing my main battery of 
machine guns at them. In the i 
ensuing gun battle, one of my I 
men was killed and several 
others wounded.” 

North Korea has always 
claimed to have killed the one i 
American seaman but U.S. of- 
ficials have suggested that he 
might have died while trying 
to destroy secret equipment or 
documents. 

- Bucher was 'also quoted <as 
saying he was aware of two 
other ships with missions 
Similar to his. One was the 
USS Banner, operating out of 
Japan along the China and 
Soviet coasts, the other the 
USS Palm Beach, -operating 
in the Atlantic. 

The newsmen said Bucher 
repeated his previously re- 
ported plea that the U.S. gov- 
ernment, which he said had 
ordered the ship there, Should 
take responsibility and apolo- 
gize to obtain the crew’-s re- 
lease. He said that unless this 
happens, some crewmen might 
be sentenced to death. 

The death threat was a 
theme that ran through a se- 
ries of letters allegedly writ- 
ten by crew members to their 
families last spring. But this 
was the first mention of it in 
several months. 


conference with ship's captain 
Lloyd M. Bucher, five other 
officers, the senior ocean- 
ographer; and 13 enlisted 
men, Bucher is reported to 
have said that on Jan. 23 he 
“moved, the ship well within 
the territorial waters” > of 
North Korea and began “elec- 
tronic intelligence gathering 
activities.” 

■ Bucher was quoted as say- 
ing that -after 2Vz hours, North 
Korean patrol ships ap- 
proached, ordered him to 
heave to, and tried -to board. 
He said he ignored them at 
first, then started his engines 
and attempted to make for the 
open sea. 

The news dispatches, contain 
no explanation of why Bucher 
had his engines stopped or 
why he allowed the North Ko- 
reans to get so close before 
•trying to get away. 

Bucher is reported to have 
said that the North Koreans 


Dramatic Windup 

At the end of the press con- 
ference, Bucher is reported to 
have jumped up on a chair, 
called the departing newsmen 
back, and told them dn a qua- 
vering voice that he would 
like to see what some Ameri- 
can leaders would have done 
if they were in the same cir- 
cumstances as he and his 
crew. 

“I cannot bear to see these 
young men in their twenties 
have to stay here any longer,” 
he was quoted as saying. 

After the news conference, 
the foreign newsmen were 
shown through the living 
quarters of the crew. They re- 
ported that each officer has a 
single room and the enlisted 
men are bunked four or eight 
to a room. 

They said the barracks had 
a barber shop, a dispensary, 
and a recreation room with 
ping-pong tables. 

The Japanese reports said 
the men appeared to be in 
good -health. All said they 
were homesick. The dispatches 
said the crew seemed to be ad- 
equately fed, with officers get- 
ting slightly better rations 
that the enlisted men. 


